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of Our Work 
The purpose and programs of the 
Illinois Natural History Suivcy 
• 
I llinois Natural History Survey scientists study the plants and animals of Illinois 
and how they interact among the variety of 
~cosystems throughout the state. Through its 
research and educational- activiti~s, the Sur-
vey fosters responsible management and 
appreciation of the state's biological re-
sources. With a staff of more than 200 scien-
tists and technicians, it is recognized as the 
nation ·s premier biological survey. 
The Survey's collections of plant and . 
animal specimens are among the largest and 
olJcst in North America, and they arc used 
by researchers from all over the world. Dat-
ing to the 1850s, these collections are becom-
ing increasingly valuable as the number of 
threatened and endan~ered species grows. 
Founded in 1858, the Survey, now a 
division of the Illinois Dcpanmcnl of Energy 
and Natural Resources, is headquartered on 
the ntmpus of the University of minois at 
Urhana-Champaign. Field stations and study 
areas throughout the state add to the Survey's 
research capabilities. Organizationally. the 
Survey consists of a central administrative 
group plus four scientific units: the' Center 
for Wildlife Ecology, Center for Economic 
Entomology. Center for Biodiversity, and 
Center for Aquatic Ecology. 
Center for Wildlife_Ecology 
Staff of the Center for Wildlife Ecology con-
duct research on native and introduced spe-
cies such as waterfowl'. deer, raccoons, and 
pheasants. The resulL~ of this research are 
comm_unicatcd to government officials and 
others making decisions concerning the sta-
tus, protection, management, and use of wild-
life within the state. Scientists in the Center 
arc widely recognized in their areas of exper-
tise, and the leadership apd productivity of 
Center staff over many years have contr/b-
uted to a <listinguisheJ record of research 
·excellence. The following are a few examples 
of the many topics that are being investigated , 
by Center staff: 
• population dynamics of forest birds 
• lead poisoning of waterfowl 
• genetic con~ervation of prairie chickens 
• impact of farm policies on wildlife 
• distribution of badgers in Illinois 
. Center for Economic Entomology 
The Center for Economic Entomology serves 
the citizens of Illinois by investigating and ' 
resolving insect-related issues in four impor-
tant sectors: agriculture, human health. the 
.:nvironmcnt. and the urban setting. Further-
more, it assembles and distributes informa-
tion pertaining to these research activities. 
The Center is jointly funded through the 
Survey and the College of Agriculture of the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
Among the topics currently being addressed 
by Center scientists arc the following: 
• ecology of major insect pests 
• integrated pest management of major 
crops 
• insects affecting humans and animals 
• biological control of agricultural pests 
• pesticides and environmental health 
Center for Biodiversity 
Members of the Center for Biodiversity ac-
quire and apply information pertaining to the 
diversity of life in order to protect, manage, 
and develop the biotic resources of Illinois in 
accordance with long-term environmental 
goals. The Center is especially concerned 
with the recognition of species, habitats. and 
ecosystems that appear to be endangered and 
with the development of conservation strate-
gies for their protection. The work of the 
Center's internationally recognized scientists 
covers a wide range of organisms and sub-
jects, including the following: 
• inventories of native ancI introduced 
species 
• systematic relationships of groups of 
organisms 
• studies of rare species 
• analysis and restoration of disturhed 
ecosystems 
• conservation biology theory and 
applica~ion 
Center for Aquatic Ecology 
The mission of the Center for Aquatk: Ecol-
ogy is to s~udy the aquatic ecosystems of 
Illinois and the biology of the associated 
plants and animals. Activities target rivers 
anJ streams. ponds and impoundments, and 
Lake Michigan. The Center is recognized as 
one of the finest freshwater research groups 
in North America, Among the many topjcs 
being researched are the following: 
• impact of land/water use on aquatic 
systems 
• restoration of aquatic habitats and· 
communities 
• ecological impactt. of biological 
_ introductions 
• alternative fisheries management 
activities 
• protection of aquatic biodiversity 
' 
It will be our main final ob-
ject to furnish the materials 
.for a full and accumte pie- . 
ture of the native plant and 
animal life of Illinois as it 
actually exists in our fields, 
woods, and waters. 
-Step!1en A. Forbes.first chi£1 of 
the Illinois.Natural History Survey, 
writing in 1889 
For additional information on the Illinoi& 
Natiu-al History Survey or its programs, 
please write or telephone: 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
t'72 Natural Resources Building 
607 East Peabody Drive 
Champaign, IL 61820 
(217) 333-6880 
TDD (217) 785-0211 
A catalog of Survey publications and a sub-· 
~cription to.Surwy Reports, a bimonthly 
newsletter that presents an overview of Sur-
vey research, can be obtained by writing to . 
the same address. Anyone interested in the 
educational exhibits and programs of the 
Survey should contact Dr. Michael Jeffords 
at the above address or by phoning 217-333-
, 5986. 
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